[image: C:\Users\User\Documents\Original Statement_1997.jpg]
[image: C:\Users\User\Documents\Original Statement_1997_p.2.jpg]
[image: C:\Users\User\Documents\Original Statement_1997_p.3.jpg]
[image: C:\Users\User\Documents\Original Statement_1997_p.4.jpg]
image1.jpeg
1

i e

Statement of Sexual Harassment and Sexual Assault

By Mrs Sylvia Blayse,
5th August, 1997.

In February 1969, | began studying at The University of Queensland for my
Bachelor of Music degree. For many years | had practiced piano for hours
daily, trying to reach a standard that seemed impossible. Although | was Dux

“of Somerville House and was advised by my teachers to study Law or History

with a view to entering the Diplomatic service, or English, Music was where
my heart lay. | had been brought up in the Congregational Church. My
family and | had attended the Church in Vulture St, South Brisbane (now a
Serbian Orthodox Church) all my life. | loved the sound of the organ and
when | was fifteen, became the Church organist there. Because of my
interest, my parents sent me to learn organ at the Baptist City Tabernacle
with Mr Will Stay. He had known my grandfather who died before | was born
and was a fine musician. He used to praise and encourage my own musical
gift and although he was old and not an expert teacher | grew to love the
instrument under his instruction. When | enrolled in the B.Mus course, |
wanted to make pipe organ my second instrument and to continue learning
with Mr Stay. However, | was told that the organ teacher at U.Q. was Robert ’
Boughen and | must study with him.

Growing up in a family with no brothers where no alcohol was consumed and
no social life occurred | had been very closeted. Until | was seventeen, | had
never socialised with a boy. | was very outspoken at school and because |
was the top History student | was chosen with seven other year 12
Queensland students to attend a National Conference of the United Nations
Association in Australia, held in Adelaide for a week in August 1968. This
experience opened my eyes - to social injustice in particular, as the plight of
Aborigines was one of the central issues at the Conference.

This was also the first time | had been in mixed company although | was
nearly 17. There was a boy from New South Wales, Angus, who seemed to
like me. By the end of the week, we were on good enough terms to arrange
to write to each other. We corresponded for the rest of that year and grew
closer through it. At Christmas time, we met (he was on a Lions Club Youth
of the Year holiday prize at the Gold Coast) and he hugged me. This
transported me because since the age of 11, | had cut myself off emotionally
from my parents. | believed Angus and | were meant to marry. He invited me
to his parents’ home for a holiday and they were very kind. We were very
young and inexperienced, and to us, just touching was beautiful. | cried when
I had to return to Brisbane. He enrolled at Sydney University. | told him |
would wait for him. | intended to complete my degree then marry.him. This
was idealistic - but | was a very naive girl. On the day of my first organ
lesson with Mr Boughen, | walked through St John's Cathedral feeling very
apprehensive. He met me at the Font. “Miss Tunley?” he inquired. “Come
with me”. He led me to the bottom of the stairs to the organ loft. The stairs
were winding stone, narrow, steep and dimly lit. | was terrified by the stairs.
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We came to the top where there was total darkness until he unlocked the
door to the room where some of the ranks of pipes were housed. We had to
go along a narrow passage through these ranks to get to the organ loft. |
don't have a good head for heights. The loft was suspended over the nave (I
think) and it felt flimsy to me. | was very nervous and felt intimidated by Mr
Boughen. He had a very deep resonant voice. My hands shook when he
asked me to play something. He said everything | had been taught was
wrong and | would have to start over. He told me what book to get and what
shoes. My eyes kept filling with tears and | couldn’t wait to get away.

On my second lesson, his manner as before was gruff and uncompromising.

| had heard from my cousin, who had learnt organ from him that he was to be
feared. He had a reputation for making people cry. His words could be
sarcastic and cutting and make a person feel very small. | have always had
trouble with authoritarian behaviour - it makes me frightened. | was therefore
in a bad emotional state near Mr Boughen. At the end of the second lesson,
he set me some homework.

As the third lesson approached, | was starting to suffer from anxiety. | was
thinking | had made the wrong choice in deciding to study Music. The course
was difficult and | felt inadequate. | missed Angus and felt very lonely at Uni.
| had never been close to my parents and couldn't talk to them about my
feelings. | didn't prepare my homework for the third lesson.

At this lesson, when it became obvious that | was unprepared, Mr Boughen
spoke very sternly to me saying that | was wasting his time etc. | began to
cry. His manner changed. He asked me if there was anything troubling me
and | told him | was unhappy at Uni and was missing my boyfriend. He asked
all about Angus. Then he asked “have you slept together?” | said in some
surprise “No”. He said “has he made you come?” | had no idea what he was
talking about so | said nothing. He adopted a very kindly manner. He said
he had two daughters and that if they were unhappy, he would hope someone
would help them like he was helping me. He asked if | got on well with my
father and | told him | hardly ever saw my father since he was a Company
Director and always out at meetings. He asked me if | would like a friendly
hug and held out his arms to me. | felt so comforted. | felt | didn’t need to be
afraid of the situation any more.

From then on, organ lessons were different. | heard him saying terrible things
to the students before me and they would often come out in tears. | felt so
thankful that he wasn't nasty to me. He started complimenting me on my
appearance. He would say “do you know that you are a very beautiful
woman?” (I was only 17) “You have very beautiful hair” etc. He would ask me
again about what | had “done” with Angus. Had he touched my breasts, etc.

| was progressively more and more embarrassed but he would reassure me
saying it helped me having someone to talk to. He began to praise my
playing too. One day he reached towards me as | was playing and brushed
his hand across the front of my breasts. | nearly died. He didn't say anything
and | wondered if | had imagined it. After that, he used to talk about my
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breasts. He used to ask me if | was wearing a bra. He would say ‘I bet you
are really beautiful without your clothes on”. He would liken the piece | was
playing to the flowing contours of my body. Of course all this went to my
head. He told me he had heard of other men falling in love with 17 year old
girls but never thought it would happen to him although he said “I'm not going
to leave my wife”. He told me how old he was (39) and | was so impressed
that a man his age could fall for me. At school, the discussions we had
about boys all centred on their age “he’s nineteen, he's twenty-one”. The
older the boy, the greater the status. |thought I'd really scored. He was a
grown man and he liked me! | had no knowledge about sex, | did not know
what a man looked like without clothes on. One day, Boughen was changing
a light bulb in the organ loft. He pushed the bulb out from its wrapper and
asked me if it reminded me of anything. | had no idea and he did not
enlighten me at that stage anyway.

He began a campaign to get me to take off my blouse and show him my
breasts. He kept alluding to this in many ways. | started thinking | loved him
and even wrote him a love letter - but it was really a kind of scared
fascination - anyway one day, | agreed to do as he asked and show him my
breasts. Suddenly, he thrust his hand down my jeans and penetrated my
vagina with his fingers. After this time, he openly talked about my “pussy”
and referred often to sexual intercourse, orgies and St Margaret's girls using
cucumbers as dildos, the sky-high club which he said he'd love to help me
join. He described his experiences with women to me, how each of them
reached orgasm in different ways. Then he started talking about oral sex.
One night he took me for a drive and without asking permission, performed
oral sex on me. On another occasion, he exposed himself to me. Although
there were many, many other occasions on which he performed sexual acts
on me, they were all variations of the above. Although he was always talking
about intercourse, this was about the only sexual act he did not perform with
me. He used to question me about my relationship with Lew who is now my
husband and whom | met shortly after this all started. He used to ask me
what we did in bed and for how long. He once referred to “women who have
had children” being too slack in the vagina and how he wanted me because |
had a “tight pussy”. He also complained that he couldn't stand the fact that
sex with his wife was always his for the asking. The thrill of the chase was
what he liked. He told me about a woman he'd been involved with who
“brought herself off with her legs crossed” during his performance of the
Reubke Sonata on the 94th Psalm. He gave me the same Sonata to learn.
He told me he’'d never been unfaithful to his wife. | guess he meant he had
not had sexual intercourse with anyone else. Every lesson with him
consisted of some music, some sexual touching and a lot of sexual talk. He
once told me | had left “a wet patch” on his organ stool”. He delighted in
discomforting me. Most of the time, | couldn’t say anything to him because of
embarrassment. The effect his behaviour had on me was very complex but is
probably irrelevant to this statement. | do think that the University had a duty
of care towards me in which it failed. | was exposed to sexual assault, sexual
harassment and severe emotional damage. | became promiscuous and
believed myself to be both frigid and a nymphomaniac. Boughen reinforced




image4.jpeg
4

this opinion by telling me he could detect my frigidity in my playing. The fact

that he caused me to associate my playing with my sexuality had a severe

effect on my professional development. Since 1978, | have virtually stopped

playing any instrument and this is partly a result of the emotional damage R
associated with his major abuse of me. | was informed that he had a e
reputation for sexual perversion by several different people during and after

the time these incidents occurred.

I know for a fact that Geoffrey Cox, a fellow student (now lecturing in

Melbourne) witnessed some of Boughen'’s behaviour towards me. Geoffrey

described this behaviour as “carrying on”. | also told my English teacher from )
Somerville House, Mrs Gillian Bridgwood. | reported the behaviour to o lmkedion ©
Professor Noel Nickson, Dean of the Faculty of Music in'1971 or 1972 and no

action was taken. However, Professor Nickson did say to me that if what |

was saying was true that | should be relieved that we were going to have

group lessons rather than individual lessons from now on. | also became

confirmed in the Anglican Church in 1972 and informed Father Phillip Newell

during and before | made my confession. | also sought psychiatric advice, -

believing | was frigid and a nymphomaniac from a doctor recommended by

Boughen, Dr Neville Parker. He told me | was a manipulative hysteric which |

later discovered probably meant that | had invented the tale. Several of my

friends at that time were aiso aware of the behaviour, but as one friend put it

they thought it seemed so glamorous.

~
I am seeking financial compensation because of loss of income as an — <" < &S -
organist, as well as for pain and suffering and emotional distress. It is a well-

known fact that Mr Boughen has occupied a prominent place in the musical

life of Brisbane and has influenced the careers of former students and others. , 2
| felt unable to pursue my career as an organist, although | had made the _ Shoudoret L
decision during my degree to become a concert performer on the instrument. g

I felt that my reputation had been ruined because of this relationship and its

subsequent effects on me and that | would not be able to pursue my chosen

career without inevitably crossing paths with Mr Boughen and persons who

had heard ill of me - and consequently being exposed to further harassment

and humiliation.




